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House Bill 1897 (1997) 
Any individual who is trained to use an in accordance with subsection C and who in good faith 

uses an AED in an emergency shall not be liable for any civil damages as a result of any acts or 

omissions by such individual in using the AED, except any acts or omissions intentionally 
designed to harm or any grossly negligent acts or omissions which result in harm to the 

individual receiving the AED treatment. 
Any person who acquires and maintains an AED for use in accordance this section shall not be 

liable for civil damages provided that the person: 

1. Ensures that expected AED users receive training pursuant to subsection C. 

2. Maintains and tests the AED according to the manufacturer’s operational guidelines. 
3. Provides instruction requiring the user of the AED to utilize available means to 

immediately contact and activate the emergency medical services system. 
4. Assures that any appropriate data or information is made available to emergency medical 

services personnel or other health care providers as requested. 

Expected AED users shall complete training in the use of an AED provided by the American Red 

Cross or the American Heart Association or through an equivalent course of instruction approved 
by the Department of Health in consultation with a technical committee of the Pennsylvania 

Emergency Health Services Council. 

Any individual who lacks the training set forth in subsection C, but who has access to an AED and 
in good faith uses and AED in an emergency as an ordinary reasonably prudent individual would 

do under the same or similar circumstances, shall receive immunity from civil damages as set 
forth in subsection A.  


